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archaeological Intelligence, 
A VERY interesting Fasciculus lias just been produced, in pursuance of a 

plan which presents great advantages, by the permanent record and 
circulation of the transactions of several local societies. The present 
portion, to which we hope to devote a more extended notice hereafter, 
comprises the Reports and papers read at the meetings of the Architectural 
Societies of the Archdeaconry of Northampton, the counties of York and 
Lincoln, and of the Architectural and Archaeological Societies of Bedford-
shire and St. Albans, during the year 1850. A limited number of copies 
are reserved for general sale. We cordially commend to our readers this 
highly useful publication, which brings within their reach the investigations 
of so many societies, established for a kindred purpose to our own. 

K I L K E N N Y ARCHAEOLOGICAL S O C I E T Y . — M a y 7 , 1 8 5 1 . The numerous 
communications received, with the variety of ancient relics presented to the 
society, or brought for inspection, afford gratifying evidence of the value 
of such local Institutions. The Proceedings are full of promise, as en-
couraging sound and intelligent principles of Archaeological investigation, 
through occasions afforded for friendly discussion, and by drawing forth the 
stores of curious information, with which Ireland appears to abound. The 
classification and preservation of such evidences, which without the aid of 
such a society would be scattered and lost, must conduce to disperse the 
obscurity which still surrounds various questions of Irish Archaeology. On 
the present occasion, Dr. Graves, of Trinity College, Dublin, in presenting 
a copy of his valuable dissertation on the Ogham Inscriptions, gave a 
detailed and critical examination of one, found at Burnfort, near Mallow, 
and brought under the notice of the society by Mr. Windele. He discussed 
with friendly candour the views adopted by that antiquary. The question 
of the period to which these characters are to be assigned, is one of singular 
moment in regard to Irish antiquities, and it has become also of essential 
interest in our own country, since examples of the Ogham have been dis-
covered in Wales, which are to be found in the " Archteologia Cambrensis," 
and similar characters have, we believe, been noticed in Cornwall. The 
question at issue is this,—Mr. Windele, with other Irish Archaeologists, 
insists upon the remote age of the Ogham Alphabet, that it was in use 
amongst the Irish Druids, long previous to the Christian era ; and was 
related to the cuneiform characters of the East. Dr. Graves, on the other 
hand, has shown grounds for believing it to have been constructed, in 
comparatively recent times, by persons acquainted with the Roman and 
Runic alphabets. These conclusions are supported by the testimony of the 
Burnfort inscription, and Dr. Graves' argument has the strongest claims to 
consideration. His memoir will, doubtless, appear in the Transactions of 
the Kilkenny Society. The Rev. James Mease read a valuable paper on 
Military Architecture, in Ireland, and the usual construction and arrangements 
of castles, noticing in detail some characteristic examples. These remains 
are very numerous in that country, and eleven ancient castlcs were pointed 
out within a circuit of twenty miles, to which Mr. Mease limited his present 
notices. The Dean of Waterford sent an account of the exploration of a 
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224. ARCHAEOLOGICAL INTELLIGENCE. 

crypt, beneath the Deanery,. House, with sketches of the architectural 
details. It is of considerable extent, the arch of the vault is semicircular, 
whilst the door-ways have pointed arches. The ruins of the Franciscan 
Abbey are adjacent to the Deanery, and amongst these are some curious 
sepulchral memorials, which the Dean has endeavoured to rescue from 
further injuries. On several of the tombs are the sigles,—I.M.R.A., the 
import of which he had been unable to ascertain. Mr. Prim contributed 
an enquiry regarding certain missing municipal records of Kilkenny, which 
had passed out of the town clerk's custody in 1747. One of these volumes 
had been presented many years since to Sir William Betham, in whose 
possession it remains ; and it is hoped that the remainder may yet be 
found in other collections. Mr. Windele sent notices of silver ring-money, 
and of the curious variations in form which the rings of that metal present. 
One specimen only had hitherto been found with the cup-shaped extremities, 
resembling those of the gold rings. Mr. Ferguson communicated further 
extracts from records deposited in Master Lyle 's Offices, in Dublin, recently 
rescued from oblivion. Mr. Cooke gave an account of a sepulchral cross-
slab, at the Franciscan monastery, Atlilone, with a short inscription in the 
Irish character. He stated the grounds of his supposition that it was the 
memorial of Thorpaitli, father of Blatlimac, Abbot of Clonmacnoise, in the 
eleventh century ; his curious tomb exists there, and is given by Mr. Petrie, 
in his Treatise on the Round Towers of Ireland, (p. 321.) A description 
of several primeval remains in the Mullinavat district was read by Mr. Cody, 
comprising " rath-souterreins," or cists formed under cairns, each containing 
an urn, covered by a slab ; especially the cairn of Ballvnoony, in which 
three such deposits were found : a large erect flag-stone stood near it. 
About 120 feet distant was a Rath, levelled some years since, when a great 
number of rectangular laminae were found, of a substauce resembling ivory. 
Near to this, are the remains of a " Leaba , " an oblong structure, formed of 
flags, set edge-wise, in three rows, and covered by large flat stones. This 
curious group of vestiges of an early period appear to claim careful examina-
tion. Mr. Cody sent also plans and accounts of two singular caverns, 
comprising numerous chambers, and connected with those circular entrench-
ments called Raths. They had been as yet only imperfectly explored. 

Y O R K S H I R E ANTIQUARIAN CLUB .—This society was formed in June, 1 8 4 9 , 

for the very laudable object of promoting research, especially in the 
examination of the remarkable barrows and earth-works, so abundant in the 
northern counties. It comprised many active and " working archaeolo-
gists , " as they are designated in their Annual Report, whose names must 
be held in honourable remembrance by our society, especially by those 
members of the Institute who participated in the interesting Meeting at 
York, in 1846. Their labours have been already productive of valuable 
results, and some of these, for instance, the explorations of sepulchral 
remains, attributed to the Danish period, have been brought before the 
Institute by Dr. Thurnam. 

A n important feature of the purpose of this club, consists in its being of 
auxiliary character to the valuable Institution at York, the " Philosophical 
Soc ie ty , "—the fruits of all investigations are deposited in their Museum, 
already one of the most instructive and important of our local collections. 
W e are gratified by the assurance that the Rev. C. Wellbeloved, actually 
the president of the " Antiquarian Club," has been engaged in compiling 
the catalogue of that curious assemblage of antiquities ; and his memorials 
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MISCELLANEOUS NOTICES. 2 2 5 

of the facts connected with their discovery will form a highly valuable 
complement to his " E b u r a c u m . " The club contemplates the further 
investigation of the sepulchral antiquities which have already afforded such 
curious information regarding the various races, the early occupiers of 
Britain; and their efforts may justly claim the sympathy and assistance of 
archaeologists, those especially who have any connexion with the interesting 
districts adjacent to the Northern Marches. A n y communication may be 
addressed to W . Procter, Esq., the Secretary of the Society at York. 

A very interesting congress of the Warwickshire Archaeological Society 
and the Architectural Society of Northampton, commenced on May 21st, in 
St. Mary's Hall, at Coventry. The chair was taken by C. H. BRACEBRIDGE, 
Esq. Mr. BLOXAM, whose intimate acquaintance with the ancient vestiges of 
his county is well known to our readers, read a memoir on Ancient-British, 
Roman, and Saxon Remains, not hitherto noticed, especially in reference 
to discoveries on the property of the Earl Craven, at Coombe Abbey ; 
and the curious collection of relics found at Newton, and now in the 
possession of Mr. Goodacre, at Lutterworth. 

The R E V . W . STAUNTON gave notices of the Cathedral and Priory of 
St. Mary, at Coventry ; the basement of one of the western towers of the 
cathedral remains, an interesting evidence of its site. The REV. G. A . 
POOLE followed up these memorials with observations on the Churches 
of Coventry. 

The second day was devoted to an excursion to Kenilworth and Warwick 
Castles, and a discourse was delivered at the former by the R E V . C. H A R T S -
HORNE, whose extensive researches and knowledge of the characteristic 
features of Military Architecture in England contributed also materially 
to the gratification of the numerous visitors, by his observations on the 
noble fortress of the Beauchamps, to every part of which access was most 
kindly permitted by the Earl of Warwick. 

Jiltscellamoug Noticcs. 
SEVERAL important archaeological publications have recently appeared, 

which we regret to be unable to notice fully in the present Journal. The 
valuable work by Mr. WILSON, Secretary of the Society of Antiquaries of 
Scotland, entitled " The Archeo logy and Prehistoric Annals of Scotland," 
claims especial mention, and the interest connected with this beautiful 
volume is not limited to that part of the kingdom to which it is chiefly 
devoted ; it will be consulted with advantage and gratification by all who 
have a regard for National Antiquities, and for the advancement of Scien-
tific Arcliteology. 

Mr. H E N R Y S H A W has completed a fresh series of his incomparable 
reproductions of the relics of Medieval Times, in which so strong an interest 
is now aroused. He has happily availed himself of opportunities recently 
afforded by the dispersion of several precious continental collections, chiefly 
brought to our own country. This beautiful v o l u m e — " The Decorative 
Arts of the Middle Ages , Ecclesiastical and Civil," has brought within the 
reach of all a well-chosen series of examples, highly valuable for reference, 
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